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HARALD BILLE met his death under tragic circum-

stances on the iQth August, 1916, whilst travelling from
Norwood Junction to Victoria Station. He was the son of
a Danish clergyman and was born on the 25th May, 1879.
In 1902 he took the degree of Civil Engineer at the Poly-
tekniske Laeranstalt at Copenhagen, and after a short
time spent in the designs department of Burmeister and
Wain, the well-known shipbuilders, he entered the
technical branch of the Great Northern Telegraph Com-
pany at Copenhagen in August 1902. Two months
afterwards he was transferred to Newcastle, and six
months later to London. On the 1st May, 1904, he
was appointed an engineer's assistant at Copenhagen,
where for the next few years his work was chiefly con-
nected with the instrument factory, and this gave him
full opportunity of developing his mechanical ability. On
the 1st March, 1907, he was promoted to assistant engineer
and transferred to Shanghai. He remained in the Far
East till the end of 1909, during which time he paid visits
to the various stations of the company out there and
conducted experimental work, which enabled him to
become thoroughly acquainted with Great Northern prac-
tice. For about nine months he acted as engineer during
the absence of Mr. Schonau. He returned to Copenhagen
at the end of 1909, and from May 1910 he was, in con-
junction with Mr. Albertus, placed in charge of the
technical department there. During the following years
he was constantly at work upon a receiving perforator,
which he eventually succeeded in perfecting to such a
degree that Mr. Creed, who some years earlier had
invented a similar instrument, offered him a partnership
in his business. This Mr. Bille accepted and, in con-
sequence, resigned his position in the company on the
1st March, 1912. Since the outbreak of War he devoted
himself with unflagging energy to the work of producing
munitions. He was heart and soul with the Allies and had
applied for letters of naturalization so that he might offer
his services to the War Office. As a telegraph engineer
he stood in the front rank. His breadth of knowledge, his
logical orderly mind, and his quiet and gentle bearing
endeared him to all telegraph men with whom he came in
contact. He had to an unusual degree the capacity of
inspiring affection from all those who were subordinate to
him. He leaves a widow and three children to mourn
his loss. He was elected a Member of the Institution
in 1914. H. H. H.

SYDNEY THORNTON DOBSON was the fifth son
of the late Henry Holmes Dobson, of Piccadilly, and was
born in London on the 20th January, 1866. He was
educated at St. Paul's College, Stoney Stratford, and at
King's College School, London, and studied at the School
of Electrical Engineering, Princes-street, Hanover-square.
After serving for 12 months with Messrs. Edmunds and
Goolden, he was apprenticed in 1884 to Messrs. R. E.
Crompton & Co., passing through all departments of
their works, and later acting as second engineer at their

electric lighting station at Tilbury Docks. In 1887 he
joined the electrical staff of the Imperial Continental Gas
Association, and as senior assistant had charge of their
central station in Vienna for the electric lighting of the
Court Theatres, which was at that time the largest example
of the supply of electricity at low pressure and with storage
batteries. In 1889 he returned to England, and was
appointed chief engineer to the St. James' and Pall Mall
Electric Light Company, then just commencing supply,
and he occupied that position at the time of his death. In
1900, when the Central Electric Supply Company was
formed for the supply of electricity in bulk, he was
associated with Sir Alexander Kennedy as joint engineer
of the scheme. His professional life was entirely devoted
to the interests of these electric supply undertakings, and
their success is in no small measure due to his high
technical skill and sound judgment. He was accidentally
drowned through a fall from his motor yacht in Poole
Harbour on the 5th July, 1916. Though he never cared
to take the prominent position in public to which his
abilities and force of character entitled him, he was known
and appreciated by a large circle of friends and his loss
will be deeply regretted by them, as well as by the even
larger circle of those who from time to time had the
advantage of his ready assistance and advice. He was
elected a Member of the Institution in 1889, and served on
the Council from 1902 to 1905.

WILLIAM ELLIS, F.R.S., was born at Greenwich in
the year 1828. At the early age of 13 years he entered the
service of the Royal Observatory, as a member of the com-
puting staff then engaged upon the reduction of the
important series of observations of the moon, made in the
years 1750 to 1830. Alter the completion of these reduc-
tions, he received the appointment of junior assistant on
the Observatory staff in 1853, and two years later was
placed in sole charge of the time signals, and control of the
Time Department. In that capacity the development of
the system for the distribution of correct time throughout
the country claimed a considerable share of his official
duties, and the system was gradually brought to a state of
perfection. The scheme which he developed, in concert
with the Post Office as distributing agents, was fully
described by him in Nature in 1876, and afterwards
reprinted as an Appendix to the Greenwich Volume for
1879. As an extraneous portion of the work connected
with his department, he took part in the telegraphic work
involved in the following longitude determinations:—
Edinburgh, 1857-1858 ; Valentia, 1862 ; Glasgow, 1865 ;
and the observing stations included in the Transit of Venus
expedition of 1874. At the end of the year 1874 he was
appointed to succeed Mr. Glaisher as Superintendent of
the Magnetical and Meteorological Department at the
Royal Observatory. His knowledge of that department
was then confined to occasional inspections of the adjust-
ments of the earth current galvanometers and wires, and
regular attention to the standard sidereal clock. On taking


